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-..{ ROMANS. 9. 
Fox Gop 1s ur wirngts, Won grave WITH MY, 
SPIRIT IN THE GOSPEL OF HIS SON, THAT WITHOUT 
.- CLASING, I MAKE MENTION OF YOU ALWAYS, IN MY. 


Tores. 
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N * Nage wad for 8 * reſent bees, is bil 7 
. manner in xe the Goſpel Miniſtry is to be fu 
fil The Apoſtle Paul, After Tetarning thanks to God for all the 
ſaints at Rome, that theif faith was ſpoken of throughout the whole 
world, appeals, in the text, to Omniſcience, in proof of his fin- 
cerity he erforming the Work afſigned him. N miniſters of 


= or thoſe raiſed up fince the order of apoſtles ceaſed, 
_ | from the words befpre w, how N we ly N 
Wee themſelves to God. 


1. Tux — of the PEP are U to. ley God with 
or in their 2 * or the terhper of their _ « God is a 
« and they that worſhip him, muſt Kr: him in ſpirit and in ? 14. 
one can do the vil I'sf God in his = uhleſs ils the do it from 
4.7 In all” acceptable ſervice 2 2 r a fra 
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proceed holy or ſinful actions, according to the quality of the 
fountain whence they iſſue, | 


THz apoſtle Paul was not governed by ſiniſter motives, in en- 
tering on the work of propagating the religion of a crucified Sa- 
viour, He was in early life a Phariſee, and profited in the Jewiſh 
religion above many his equals in his own nation, being more ex- 
ceedingly z*alous of the traditions of bis fathers, | But when it 

leaſed God, who ſeparated him from his mother's womb, and called 
e by his grace, to reveal his Son in him, that he might preach 
im among the heathen, immediately he conferred not with fleſh 


and blood, He was willing to renounce all flattering worldly 


roſpetts, and to be publicly enrolled among the apoſtles ; who were 
Ji involved in youu and were made a j ak unto the world, 
and to angels, and te men, The ſelf-denial which is effential to 
the Chriſtian character, is of the firſt importance to him who enters 
on the work of preaching a ſelf-denying religion, Every miniſter 


will feel the force ef this obſervation, who conſiders the nature of 


the goſpel, and compares with tt the ſpirit that reigns in the hearts 
of all the unſanQiifed, and is conſtantly ſhowing itſeſf in this apoſlatẽ 


world, 


To prophecy ſmooth things is pleaſing to the ſleſn: If any one 
deſign to do this, he will not feel the need of girding up be loins 


of his mind; and will make it his ſtudy to ſhun aw thing that 


croſſes the reigning corruptions of the human heart, But whoever 

puts on the Chriſtian armour will have no doubt that he has fi 
idable enemies to contend with, He will nat think. that lach 
Lahve weapons had been provided, were there no perils. before 
him, From whatever cauſes it happens that real Chriſtians have 
not now many of the trials which — had in primitive times, we 
may be certain that their religion is the ſame, that wicked men are 
in Argo at all times oppoſed to it, and that none can enter into the 
kingdom of God without enduring tribulation in ſome form or other, 
The world, the fleſh, and the devil, never intermit their exertions 
to impede, to wound, and to deſtroy the.cauſe of. piety and yirtue 
Doth net every Chriſtian conſtantly receive warning not to ruſt 
in himſelf, but in God who raiſeth the dead? If Paul, with all- 
his human and divine. accompliſhments, in a review of Nb 

labours, was compelled to exclaim who ts ſufficient for theſe things 
what ſclf-difidence and humility become Chriſtian teachers raiſed 
up fince the canon of ſcripture was cloſed ? It highly concerns all 
who are inveſted with the ſacred office, to be able uo Sdops the 
ag uage of the primitive miniſters, in their addreſs to the churches— 
y For our rejoicing is this, the teflimeny of our conſcience, that * 
in 


1 Wo. — 


7 » 


* tn Gas licity and godly Gucerky” not with fleſhly * but by 
6 the — of n have bad our converſation in the world, 
& and more abundantly to you-ward.” 


II. Tyz ſervice required of Chriſtian miniſters forbids their 
being entangled with worldly concerns, Paul counſels Timuthy, 
his ſon in the faith, and a young miniſter, to be ſtrong in the graca 
char is in Chriſt Jeſus, to be inſtrumental of introducing none but 
faithful men as teachers in the church, and to endure hardneſs, as 
a gocd ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, That his mind might not be drawn 
aſide from the duties of his function, he warns him againſt em- 
barraſſing himſelf with temporal purſuits, in the following words— 
„No man that warreth entangleth himſelf with the affairs of this 
& life, that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be a 
« ſoldier.“ 


IT is agreeable to both the old teflament and the new, that the 
miniſters of the goſpel ſhould be comfortably K * with ſood 
and raiment by Pola to whom they miniſter, e apoſtle Paul 
ſpeaks expreſsly in favour of this, in 1 Cor. ix. Do ye not 
„ know, that they which miniſter about holy things live of the 
« things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are par- 
* takers with the altar? Even ſo bath the Lord ordained, that 
© they which preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel.” The 
mode in which miniſlers are to receive their temporal ſupport, is 
diſcretionary, Different circumſtances render different modes 
eligible : But that ſuch ſupport ſhould be afforded in ſome way or 
other, is plainly commanded by the law of God, and is agreeable 
to the ſenſe of the informed and the candid of every demonination 
of Chriſtians, who admit that miniſſers, as diſtin from the common 
brethren, are, by divine — to be continued in the 


a church to the end of the worl 


Tux apoſtles, indeed,” did not require ſuppert for themſelyes 
from the church, becauſe of its exiſting ſtate; being then in its 
infancy, and having to ſtruggle with periceution, hen the firſt 
Chriſtian church was gathered at Jeruſalem, as many of the brethren 
as were poſſeſſors of lands or houſes ſold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were ſold, and laid them down at the 

ſtles' feet: and diſttibution was made unto every man according. 
as he had need. This praftice was adopted merely from the at- 
tending circumſtances of the church at Jeruſalem ; but was not de- 
figned to authoriſe ſuch praflice among all churches, either then, or 


| fince, But we might with as much propriety urge throwing 1 
| whole 


* a Tim, ii. 4. 


from God, as if he ſhould this moment communicate io us here 


* 


"IP 8 | bY 
Whole property of the brotherhood into à cbmmen flock now; Ar 
ple 


the example of the firſt Chriſtian church, as that miniſters ſhoul 
now receive no maintenance from their people, from the example 
of the apoſlles. i 


Patrons are direfled to give themſelves to reading and medi- 
tation, as a neceſſary part of their duty, The apoſtics, and other 
inſpired teachers, had fafts and doArines ſometimes revealed to them 
which were to compoſe the matter of their diſcourſes, as immediately 


aſſembled, what is tranſaQing on that part of the 2 which is 
direaly oppoſite to the ſpot where we now are. No uninſpired 
man will, in his ſober ſenſes, pretend to ſuch intercourſe with the 
Deity, All pious men, in every age of the church, have had 
aſſiſtance from the ſpirit of Cod. They have been the ſubjetts of 
his ſanflifying influences, and have been guided into every tiuth 
neceſſary for their ſalvation ; but inſpiration, or the knowledge of 
ſas immediately communicated te the mind by the Moſt High, has 
not been common to his people. We ſee no need of inſpiration 
ſince the ſcriptures were completed. If any one lay claim to it, 
we have a right to demand that he ſupport it by working miracles, 
as did the inſpired men of old; and if he fail of giving ſuch proof, 
we are bound to treat him as an impoſtor. Are not all believers; 
whetfier in public or private ſlations, acquainted wich the aids of 
the divine ſpirit in their prayers, in their meditations, and in other 
duties? Who find ſuch aſſiſtance moſt? either they who are moſt 
abundant in ſtudying the book of God with meeknels, or they who, 
are leſs attentive to ſerious meditation ? It becomeih us daily to look, 
to the Father of Lights, that 'we may rightly apprehend what js re- 
vealed, and feel the power of it on our hearts; but we need nothing 
added to the volume of inſpiration; The Chriſlian miniſter mull 


read the ſcriptures much, and with cloſe attention, to become a 


ſcribe inſtrufted unto' the kingdom of heaven; like unto a man that. 
is an houſcholder, who bringeth forth out of his treaſure things her- 
and old. Preachers who negle& the improvement of «their own 
minds, and truſt wholly to the invention or warmth of the moment, 
either pour forth' crude and indigeſted matter, or are confined 
within a ſmall circle, or have nothing in the preſent diſcoucſe dif- 
ferent from the laſt, except the text. gr end Pe wt 


Tun deſign of the foregoing obſervations is, to preſs the im- 
portance of ftudy on thofe who miniſter in holy things; and that 
they ſhould not be diverted from that and other duties belonging to 
their office, by attending to worldly concerns, The duty and 
incereſt of their people require that they prevent, as much as poſſible, 

| | | their 


modifications 


9 


their being diverted from their main buſineſs, by perplexing caces, 
about the means of ſupport, | 


Tur minifter who voluntarily plunges in ſecular concerns; is 


highly criminal. His mind will be  barren—his diſcourſes will bs k 


uninflcuftive—his heart will be cold —his daily communication will 
ſavour much of the ſpicit of the world—and there is little reaſon to 
hope that his bearers will receive benefit from him, | 


Tus work of the miaiſtry. is a great and arduous work; and is 
abundantly ſufficient to employ the life of any, man, The apoſtle 
Paul found ample reom to occupy his time and talents, in the pro- 
pagation and defence of the goſpel, What then ſhall, we think of 
thoſe teachers, who are not furniſhed with knowledge in ſome of the 
ways he was, and are deftitute of his accompliſhments in othef 
reſpefts, who make the miniſtry an occaſional buſineſs ? and permit 
cares foreign to their profeſſion to ſwallow up their minds 7 

Ul. Taz miniſter who ſerveth God in the goſpel of his Sen, 
will preach the doQtines it —.— p | pet 4 

WI do not affirm that any mere man is perſeklly clear from error 3 


in matters of comparatively ſmall importance the true Chriſlian may 
never be reftified in the preſent lifes. The leading doctrises of re- 


velation will be held up by all who are commiſſioned i the head. 


of the church, to call finners o repentance and to 


up ſaints 
in holineſs, a ? 


Is befeeching finners ee be reconciled to God, jt is neceflary to 
| ſet his true character before their minds. To ſpend our ſtrength in 


labouring io bring men to reconciliation with an imaginary Deity, 


will be worſe than labouring in vain; it tends. 40, ſettle them, downs 


in deluſion, and carry them at a greater diſtance than ever from tha 
kingdom of God. No perfons are moretroogly barred againſt con- 
vittion,. than thoſe who are confidently ery ing Peace, Peace, to 
| Ives, while they are irangers to the light of the knowledge t 
the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. The exiſtence of God 
1s deducible from the light of nature, and pagans are bound to glorify 
him; agreeable to the reaſonings of the — . the context. But 
to, know God as be is reconciling the world unto himſelf, we muſk 
look to the plan of grace revealed in the goſpel... If we impartially 
examine the holy ſcriptures, we ſhall, behold in the Divine mind 
infinte knowledge and power united with infinite love. The various 
the love ef God as Lawgiver and Redeemer, are 
ſuited to impreſs the human. mind with ics duty, and te open a door 
of hope. Our moral diſorder muſt be well underſtood, to diſcover 
the nature and neceſhty of goſpel grace, Chriſt did not come to call 
the righteous, but ſinners to repentance, He came to. (eek; aud 10 


fave 


— 


. 
i 
. 
* 
. 
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fave that which was loſt, They who have committed no faut need 
no pardon, If mankind do not deſerve the wrath of God, and might 
not univerſally have been left to periſh in their ſins, like tae apoſtate 
angels, without any impeachment of the divine juſtice, tete can be 
no grace in the ſalvation ef any of the race of Adam. SOR os 


NarTvxar religion points out no way in which ſinners kan be 
reſtored to the favour of God. The law we have tranſgreſſed can not 
be overthrown or abated ; and it requires perſect obedience. No 
creature, though without fin, could yield more obedience at any 
moment than the law demands: hence, tranſgreſſors have nv«- 
thing to look for, on the footing of law, but ruin, The mort 
juſt conceptions finners have of the law of God, the greater rea- 
ſon have they to fear deſtruftion, o long as they know nothing of 
the mediatorial interpoſition of the Son of God. By the deeds oft 
the law there ſhall no fleſh be juſlified in the ſight of God; for by the 
law is the knowledge of fin, We can be defivercd from a ſlate of 
condemnation only through Jeſus Chriſt : There is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we muſt be ſaved, - The 
expiatory ſacrifice made by his ſufferings and death, hach laid a 
foundation for the hope of pardon and eternal life, According to 
the covenant of grace, thoſe who receive Chriſt with all their hearts, 
ate juſtified in the ſight of God, Romans iii. 24—26 7 * Being 
« jullificd freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
&« Chriſt Jeſus: Whom God hath ſet forthto be a propitiatioh through * 
faith in his blood, to declare his-righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 
& ſins that are paſt, through the forbearance of God; to declare, 1 
„ ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; that he might be jul, and the 
« jullifier of him which believeth in Jeſus.“ ; 


Non will come to Chriſt for life, until firſt convinced of their 
ſin, that in them naturally dwelleth no good thing, and that divine 
juſtice would ſhine bright in their everlaſting puniſhment. To learn 
our true charatter, the law of God miſt be brought home to our hearts 
in its holy nature and extent, Sinners muft be flain' by the-law br 
they will never reliſh the goſpel. The apollle ſaith of himſelf, “ For 


„ was alive withoutt the Jaw once; but when the cominaridihene 


„ came, fin revived,” and 1 died.“ He was led to approve of the 
law as holy, juſt, and good, and to delight in it afier the mward man 
Such views of the law prepare the way of the Lord in the heart, and 
ſead fo glory in che- croſs of Chriſt, The plan of divine grace''s 
humbling to che pride of man, and forbids glorying in the fleſh; It 
is highly dangerous to flatter finners with their 1maginary good deſires 
and doings, whilſt they are ignorant of God's righteouſnefs, and ate 
going about to eſtabliſh their own, The evangelical pretcher' will 
Hold up depraved human nature in its true deformity, ant inculcate 
the neceſſity of the new birth; to ſubdue the will, and to brimg into 


captivity every thought to the obedicyce of Chriſt,” - 
44 | Wuzx 


* Rom. iii. g. 


r 
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Wax, by the influences of the Holy Spirit, the goſpel is rendered 
eſfectual to ſalvation, true peace is introduced to the ſoul, and it re- 
joiceth in hope of the glory of God. All the privileges of adopt iou 
are experienced by believers, and they are kept under the diſcipline 
which is training them up for heaven. Concerning them Chriſt de- 
clares, in Johu xth, My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
« and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they 


«© ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
Tux goſpel forbids continuing in fin that grace may abound, All 


who feel the transforming influence of the goſpel upon their hearts, 
will crucify the fleſh with.its affettions and ſuſts. They will reckon 
themſelves to be dead indeed unto fin, but alive unto God through 

eſus Chriſt their Lord, Neither will they yield their members as 
inſtruments of unrighteoafneſs unto fin; but will yield themſelves unto 
God, as thoſe that are alive from the dead, and their members as 
inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God, Being made free from fin, 
and become ſervants to God, they have their fruit unto holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting life. Nothing is more plain, both from ſcripture 
and experience, than that the ſpirit which the goſpel breathes, is a 
ſpirit of holineſs, and leads to a life of conformity to the divine com- 
mands. Sinleſs perfection has never been found in any believer in 
the preſent life. This is not conſiſtent with the warfare in which all 

— men are involved, ſo long as they are in the body They have, 
till death/finiſhes their courſe, a law in their members warring againſt 
the law of their mind, But all who are united to the Son of Ged 
by faith, are under the governing influence of his holy religion; and 
inſtead of refling in palt attainment, are reaching forth unto thofe 
things which are before, and prelling towards the mark, for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, | 


Tu foregoing hints may ſuffice, briefly ro point out ſome of the 
the leading things implied in preaching tho goſpel. Every miniſter, 
who copzes after the apoſtolic pattern, will determine not to know 
any thing among thoſe with whom he labours, ſave Jeſus Chrift, and 
him crucihed, . e 


IV. CuxisriAx miniſters in doing the duty aſſigned them, muſt 


ſtand up in defence of the goſpel. They are unworthy of their trull, 


if they do not exert themlelves to maintain the truth and inſpiration 


of the ſcriptures, when thoſe writings are repreſented as a cunningly 
deviſed fable, They may not be ſiſent when the doftrines taught in 
the oracles of God are denied, or perveried, The exhortatiog to 
«contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered, to the ſaints,” falls 


with peculiar weight on thoſe who are ſet for the defence of the 
' goſpel. Sis, | a ee 


Ir argues neither fortitude nor wiſdom” to raiſe up an old herefy 
from its grave, and to undertake to refute it, when no one appears 
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to advocate it, or to be in danger of catching its contagion, The error 
and wickedneſs of the day, are the enemies to be encountered, When 
we look back on the lives of wiſe and pious men, we ſhall find them 
ſanding for the truths oppoſed in their time, and attempting to ſtem the 
torrent of wickedneſs, which then threatened the deſtruttion of indi- 
viduals or of ſociety, Though the depraved heart of man is always 
eſſentially the ſame, its exprellions are very various; according to 
the different circumſtances under which perſons are placed, their de- 

tee of information, and the exiſting caſt of the public mind. It 
would be eaſy to illuſtrate this obſervation by looking no further 


than our own country, and comparing together the different periods 


of our ſhort hiſtory. 


Ac copie tothe way of thinking which obtains with many, who 
have acceſs to the Book of God, it can be of no importance what 
creed we adopt, If no other teſt be neceſſary to conſtitute ſoundneſs 
of faith, than one's own ſincerity in what he happens to fix upon, it is 
of no importance to contend for or againſt any religious ſyſlem, We 
may go further, and obſerve, that on this principle, it is wrong to- 
repreſent the Deity as poſſeſſed of any one charatter, as diſlinguiſh- 
ed from every other, or as loving or abhorring any thing as truth or 
falſchood, Some are ſo unhinged in their faith, as to be willing to 


go this length, to free themſelves from all uneaſy thoughts about a 


uture late of retribution, If there be no fixed ſtandard of truth or 


- holineſs in the univerſe, it 1s folly to talk of God as a meral Goy- 


ernor, or of his beiug a proper object of reverence or truſt, To 
refute this and many other TER nothing more is neceſſary or 
eligible than fairly to place the ſubjett before the mind, and call up 
its attention to the glaring abſurdity, * a 


Ir we are never to warn againſt imbibing ſentiments of any 
kind, why did Chriſt copdemn the ſcribes of old for teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men, And why were the pens of 
the apoſtles ſo much employed in confuting the errors which 


ſprung up _— the churches? John, in his ſecond epiſtie, was 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt to declare, Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, 
& and abideth not in the doftrine of Chriſt, hath not God ; he that 
& abideth in the doftrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Father and the 
&« Son, If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 
& receive him not into your houſe, neither bid him God-ſpeed : For 
& he that biddeth him (3od-ſpced is partaker of his evil deeds,” 


Tun world lieth in wickedneſs; and is at all times engaged 10 
ſupport itſelf by opinions which correſpond with its corrupt taſte, 
Againſt theſe the man of God is bound to lift ug his warning voice : 
Eſpecially is he commanded to be vigilant and courageous when the 


enemy cometh in like a flood, v. u. 
„„ 4 . MaxisTERS 
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V. Mix15TERS muſt endure affiitions with patience, to ſervg 
God with their ſpirit in the goſpel of his Son. It is peculiarly in- 
cumbent on them to endure all things forthe eleti's ſake, that they may 
alſo obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory. 
When primitive miniſters addreſſed themſelves to the churches, they 


addrefſed them as their brethren and companions in tribulation, and 


in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt, 


MinisTzRxs may do as much to honour religion, and as 
ſubſerve its intereſt, by patient ſuffering as bv active ſervice, 


fully 
The 


moſt diſtinguiſhed inſtruments in propagating divine truth, have been 
the ſubjefts of uncommon trials, To them it has been allotted to — 


through the furnace; to brighten their charatters, and io render 
eminently uſeful in the church of God, + | 


Wuar cauſe have we in the miniſtry at the preſent day, 


to be 


aſhamed for being ready to fink under our troubles, when they fall 
ſo vaſtly ſhort of what the apoſtles endured ? They ſpake of them- 
ſelves © as ſorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as. poor, yet making 
* many rich; as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things.” 


VI, Taz minſters of the go 


ſpel muſt be abundant in the duty of 


rayer, to be faithful in fulfilling their truſt, The apoſſle conſtantly 
— his beloved brethren on his heart at the throne of grace To 
them be was able to declare, as in the text, that without ceaſing I 


make mention of you always in my prayers. 


PrAyzR is eſſential to the Chriſtian character, and is the grand 
inſtituted medium of maintainting intercourſe . with the Father of 
lights, and the God of grace. All the eminent ſervants of Chriſt 
have been eminent for the conſtancy and fervour of their devotions, 


Herein they have imitated their 


d and Maſter, who, when he 


abode in the fleſh, ſpent much of his time in prayer. Every teacher 

ſent of God, will daily look up to him for mercy, in behalf of bim- 

ſelf and others, He will pray that he might be guided into all truth, 
bl 


be kept from temptation, an 


that by manifeſtation of the truth, he 


might commend himſelf to every. man's conſcience in the fight of God, 
He will pray for the overthrow of the kingdom of darkneſs, and for the 
advancement of the kingdom of the Redeemer, His ſupplications will 


be accompanied with thankſgiving to God; for 
grace, forthe promiſes of good things to come, a 


tt diſplays, of his 
the honour that will 


redound to his great name in the final iſſue 6f. things, Such was the 


devout: frame 


the apoſtles, that priſons were turned into houſes of 


prayer and praiſe, Miniſters who love to pray, will be abundant 
in the duty. To then the cauſe in which they are engaged will ap- 
pear of infinite worth, the prevalence of pure religiou in any place 
will be matter of triumph, they will not doubt the ability and truth 


of a coyenant-k 
lelves that they may finiſh their courſe with joy. 


ceping God, and will count nothing dear io them- 
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Tue diſcourſe will be concluded with addreſſes ſuited to the pre 


ſent occahon, | 


THz attention of the Paſtor ele, is particularly called to the 


duties of the evangelical miniſtry, 


Dran $1 R, 
You are called to ſerve God in the goſpel of his Son, I hope 


that you have ſatisfying evidence that you are entering into this 
dervice with your ſpirit, or with your whole heart, Renew the de- 
dication of yourſelf 10 God, in the breathings of your ſoul, whilſt you 
are paſſing through the ſolemn conſecration to the work of the goſpel 
miniſtry, This day is a day of high importance—it will draw after 
it conſequences of vaſt magnitude to you, and io this people. You 
cannot perform your ordination vows, if you confer with fleſh and 
blood. You muſt wound the feelings of the proud heart, if you 
preach the ſelf-denying doctrines of the croſs; and muſt engage in 
a conflict with a wicked world, to adopt the means which God hath 
inſtituted for its reformation, Let the addreſſes you make? to the 
conſciences. of men, be calculated to convince them that you are a 
friend to their higheſt intereſt ; and that you have no defire to wound 
only for to heal, or to lead ſinners to apply to the balm in Gilead, 
for a cure of the moral diſorder which threatens their everlaſting 
uin. The fewer avocations you have from the work of the miniſtry, 
and the more cloſely you purſue it, the more you will 1mprove in all 
the accompliſhments which give worth, reſpetiabilit , and influence 
to the Chriſtian Paſtor, 4 Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto 


% God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, nguly diving 


se the word of truth.“ Become deeply acquainted with the human 


character in its apoſtate ſtate, lay it open in your 9 and 
It 


int ſinners to Chriſt, as the way, che truth, and the liſe. will 
2 infinitely better to be charged with illiberality by the enemies of 
truth, than to be a blind leader of the blind. Be not, at any time, 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the power of God unts 
ſalvation, to every one that believeth. , | 


As you enter on public life in a day of ſcience and free enquiry, 
it muſt appear to vou of no ſmall importance to be able to give ſuch 
reaſons of your hope, as may ſilence, if they do not convince. gain- 
ſavers, © In meekneſs inſtruft thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if 
God peradventure will give them. repentance to the acknow- 
„ ledging of the truth.“ Accommodate you diſcourſes to the ſtate 
of your congregation, and to the completion of the times through 
which you may paſs. This will prove the beſt method to ſecure the 
attention of your hearers, and bids faireſt to be ufeful to them. 


Boxn and educated in this place, you will need the greater vigi- 
tance, that no man have juſt occaſion to deſpiſe thy youth. Magnify 
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your office, Dear Brother, and you will command the efleem of 
perſons of all ages. Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as 3 
& father; and the younget men as brethren; the elder women as 
& mothers; the younger as ſiſters, with all purity.” Aſter receiv- 
ing ſuch diſtinguiſhed marks of the affettion of your awn people, you 
muſt feel yourſelf under peculiar and high obligations 1o labour 
for their everlaſting welfare, In beholding your wile condutt, * Thy 
« father and thy mother mall be glad, and lhe that bare ihee ſhall 
c rejoice,” While you treat your parents with filial reſpe&, and 
thoſe of the ſame deſcent with you, with fraternal tender neſs, re- 
member that you are charged before God, and the Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, 
and the ele angels, to obſerye the things which belong to your office, 
without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality, 


, Unpzx the troubles which will overtake you, take the prophets, 
who . Ne Nba of the Lord, —— example 5 — md 
ing aliction, avd of patience. If you endure as ſeeing him who is 
invifible, you will grow in grace, be the more, uſeful in the 2 
and your 39 will work, for you a far moreexceeding and eterna 
weight of glory. Live near to God at all times, Be a man of 
prayer. Pray without ceaſing for the people of your charge, accord- 
ing to their charaters, and circumſtances in life. Pour out your 
heart to God in fervent ſupplications, for direction in duty, for grace 
to withſtapd temptations, and that you may „n, in adyance, 
ipg the cauſe of the Redeemer. God grant bis bleſſing upon your 

ibiſtry; may you leng continue in the work, and at lalt re- 
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. i 
Tus diſcourſe is next addreſſed to the Church and Congregation. 
in this place, W 25 


3 { , l 
BRETHREN AND FalENDS, 


4 


W rejoice with you, that after the lapſe of many years fines 


you enjoyed a ſetiled miniſtry, the day is again come for one to be 
ſet over you in the Lord, God, who hath the hearts. of all men in 
his: hand, hach led you to with ſingular unanimity, in one of 
your on ſons, to take you: by the hand, and guide you in the way 
of life, From the exertions you have made for the fupport of the 
miniſtry, you have evidenced a ftrong deſire to have it perpetuated 
in this 7 We hope that your expettations will not be diſap- 
bl 


pointed, in the man on whom your eyes are now placed as your paſ- 


or. Long may he live in yolt heats, and may you prove his joy 


and crown in the day of the Lord Jeſus, 
Wuzn he cometh to you in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the 


pel of Chriſt, receive him, or you will be guilty of rejetting the ' 


gol of God, Be defirous to hear the plain, heart-ſearching truthy 


of Chriſtianity ; and receive them in love. Let none take offence - 
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